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What is TUMI?  GATEWAY II, uses the Capstone Curriculum from The Urban Ministry Institute.  This can be viewed at www.tumi.com   GATEWAY has cut down the 16 modules to 12 so that the course can be completed in 3 years, this is possible because GATEWAY I covers some of the same material.
What is the Schedule?  Students meet together once per month for 8 months of the year.  Typically this could run from September to June with a break in December.  More likely in Madison, we will start at the beginning of 2011 and extend into the fall.

What are the classes like?  In the class time we meet from 8:30am to 3pm with a working lunch.  Each monthly class covers 2 lessons from one of the modules. The class combines video lecture, live lecture, discussion and active participation.

What is a Module?  TUMI Capstone is divided into 16 modules.  GATEWAY uses Modules 5,2,7,8,10,11,12,14,16 – and two to be developed on Homiletics (preaching) and writing an ordination paper..   Each module contains 4 lessons on one of the subjects.  The modules are grouped into four categories: Biblical Studies, Theology and Ethics, Christian Mission and Urban Ministry.  The student reads, listens, interacts and writes two papers for every module (two months).  In GATEWAY the full course will be completed in three years.
When can I enter GATEWAY II?  Students who have participated in GATEWAY I qualify for GATEWAY II.  Other students may enter if they receive permission from the director of the GATEWAY location – for example, someone who has previous education and ministry experience in the EFCA would not need to take GATEWAY I.  Any student wishing to seek licensing or ordination with the EFCA will need to complete GATEWAY I – even if by individual study.
What is the Cost?  Each module costs $150/200* which includes the Student Manual; there are additional books that cost about $35/module. The cost for each year would be about $740/940 (with books).   Many students receive help from their congregations with the cost.  Your study is a benefit to you, and also to the church where you serve.  (* cost of module is not decided at this time – either $150 or $200 per module, with scholarship available.)
Why extra books?  Over the course of the three years the additional reading will help the student develop a library for ministry.  The Spanish format has 38 books and the English has 50.  The intent is to help the student develop a lifestyle of continued study.

Will this qualify me for a license or ordination?  GATEWAY is not a requirement for licensing or ordination.  It is a pathway to develop proficiency (license) and mastery (ordination) of the biblical, theological and practical knowledge someone would need to be prepared for ministry.  Papers from GATEWAY I can be combined to create a licensing paper (15 pages, one hour interview), and along with work in Gateway II, for an ordination paper (25 pages, longer interview).
Who will teach?  David Carlson, pastor at Bethany EFC in Madison is the leader of the Madison GATEWAY location. dcarlson301@gmail.com   We are looking for a co-leader, and/or will make use of visiting instructors such as district pastors.

Do I need to be EFCA?  No, but then you will need to approach your own church or denomination to see how they will receive GATEWAY training.  GATEWAY I is based on the EFCA Statement of Faith, but GATEWAY II (TUMI) is not focused on the EFCA.

How to I apply for a License or Ordination?  Contact the Forest Lakes District office – note that this information is available at the district web site.   

· www.forestlakeserca.org (general)  

· http://www.forestlakesefca.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=36&Itemid=152  (resources for credentials)

How can I keep up with GATEWAY?
· http://gatewaymadison.wordpress.com – GATEWAY Madison Blog
· http://www.efca.org/reachnational/efca-gateway-theological-institute
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